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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report Is based on the International application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item, 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language . 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andA^r 55.3) 

2 With reaard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

Description, Pages 

^ .7 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

-1.^2 received on 29.09.2005 with letter of 28.09.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1^2, 2J2 ^® originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andAjr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsAigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

A n This reoort has been established as H (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had ^oTbLe^maJrSI^ have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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■ Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicabirrty; citations and explanations supportin g such statement . 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


2-5.7-12 


No: 


Claims 


1,6 


Yes: 


Claims 


2-5,8.9,11,12 


No: 


Claims 


1.6.7.10 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70:7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 5,203,767 A (CLOYD ET AL) 20 April 1 993 (1 993-04-20) 

D2 : US 3,698,393 A (CHARLES E. STONE) 17 October 1972 (1972-10-17) 

D3 : US 5,31 0.407 A (CASALE ET AL) 1 0 May 1 994 (1 994-05-1 0) 



2 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 POT, because claims 1 
and 10 are not clear. 

2.1 in claims 1 and 1 0 it is not clear whether the plug radio-opaque location means fornis 
part of the subject-matter of the claim. 

2.2 The sizes of the plug and the plug radio-opaque location means according to claim 
1 0 are defined with reference to a tubular body which is neither part of the subject- 
matter of the claim nor standarised (PCT-Guidellnes 5.37). 

3 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT.jbecause the 
subject-matter of claims 1 and 6 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 
Document D1 discloses an endoscopic surgery device according to these claims with: 
absorbing plug: gauze peanut 22 

tubular body: trocar 16 
plunger: forceps 38 

radio-opaque location means: tether 24, column 2, lines 51-54 (not disc 26 or ring 
32) 

gripping means: jaws of forceps 38 

The forceps 38 is suitable for pushing the gauze peanut 22 outside of the trocar and 
for gripping the tether 24. 

4 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT.; because the 
subject matter of claims 7 andIO does not involve an inventive step In the sense 
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of Article 33(3)PCT: 

4.1 Providing the trocar 1 6 of document D1 with ring type handle means, and thereby 
arriving at the subject-matter of claim 7, is Just a design option. 

4.2 Since the dimensions of the tubular body in independent claim 10 are arbitrary, the 
subject-matter of this claim differs from the disclosure of D2 (or most of the other 
documents cited in the International Search Report) only in that the absorbing plug 
has haemostatic properties. An absorbing plug with haemostatic properties, however. 
Is known from document D3 (see column 3, lines 44-46); 
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1. An endoscopic surgery device for the removal of organic 
fluids from a body cavity, comprising an sd^sorbing plug 
(8) and a tubular body (1) , suitable for slidingly housing 

5 said plug (8) , and a pliinger (4) slidingly engageable in 
said tubular body to push said plug outside thereof and 
place it at the surgical site, said tubular body (1) and 
plunger (4) having distal ends (la, 4a) and proximal end 
(lb, 4b) , characterised in that said plug is connected to 

10 plug radio-opaque location means (9,10) floating in 
relation to the internal organs, blood or other liquids 
present at_the surgical site, said location means having a 
size such as to let them pass through said tubular body, 
and that at the distal end (4a) of said plunger (4) means 

15 (5) are provided for gripping said location means to 
recover said plug after use by retracting it inside said 
tubular body. 

2. Device according to claim 1, wherein said location 
means comprise at least one ball (10) of lower specific 

20 weight than that of the internal orgaixs, blood or other 
liquid present at the surgical site, connected to said 
plug (8) by a wire (9) . 

3. Device according to claim 2, wherein said at least one 
ball (10) has smaller dimensions than the internal omes of 

25 said tubular body (1) . 

4. Device according to any one of the previous claims, 
wherein said plunger comprises a stem (4) and said 
gripping means comprises a loop (5) at the distal end (4a) 
of said stem (4) , said loop being wider than said ball 

30 (10) • 

5- Device according to claim 4, wherein said loop (5) is 
formed by a thin plate bent and connected by its ends to 
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the distal end of said stem. 

6. Device according to any one of the previous claims, 
wherein at the proximal ends (lb, 4b) of said tubular body 
(1) and of said stem (4) handle means (3a, 3b, 7) are 

5 provided for actuating axial sliding of said stem in one 
direction or the other as a result of corresponding 
pressure actions exerted simultaneously in opposite 
directions on said handle means. 

7. Device according to claim 6, wherein said handle means 
10 are of the ring type to allow engaging of the fingers of a 

user. 

8. Device according to claim 7, wherein at the proximal 
end (lb) of said tubular body (1) a pair of handle rings 
(3a, 3b) are provided, diametrically opposite and co- 
is planar thereto, while at the proximal end (4b) of said 

stem (4) an handle ring (7) is provided, co-planar 
thereto . 

9. Device according to any one of the previous claims, 
wherein the ball surface is white or coloured with a light 

20 colour- 

10. Organic liquid absorbing plug for surgical use 
comprising an elongated body in a material with absorbent 
and haemostatic properties suitable for being placed! at a 
surgical site in a body cavity through a tubular bodly and 

25 characterised in that said elongated body is connected to 
plug radio-opaque location means (9, 10) , floating in 
relation to the internal orgeois, blood or other liquids 
present at the surgical site, said location means having a 
size such as to let them pass through said tubular boidy. 

30 11. Organic liquid absorbing plug according to claim 10, 
wherein said location means comprise at least one ball 
(10) with lower specific weight than that of internal 
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organs, blood or another lic[uid present at the surgical 
site, connected to said plug by a wire (9) . 
12. Organic liquid absorbing plug according to claim 10 or 
11, wherein the ball surface is white or coloured with a 
5 light colour. 
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